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Jumping at Conclusions.

The “American plan™ for the re-
habilitation of Europe is the Big news
feature of the day on hoth sides of the
Atlantic. 1t is discussed as if it were
somethine which had been reduced to
writing, subjected to critical analysis
and found either flawless or full of
flaws, according to the viewpoint of
the critic. The FHuropean nations act
as if they had been handed something
mm a “take it or leave 1" spirit, and
were in the agonizing: process of try-
ing to make up their minds what to
do.

If any one has a copy of the "Amer-
ican plan” for rehabilltating Europe
it i3 more than probable that Presi-
dent Harding and Secretary Hughes
would weleome a chance to get a look
at it. And they ought to be shown.
It is not at all polite to keep the Presi-
dent and his foreign secretary in the
dark as to what this government in-
tends or does not intend to do in the
matter of approving a loan to Ger-
many or calling a world cconomic eon-
ference to sit in Washington. Who-
ever it is that has worked out the pro-
gram, whether messenger at the
State Department or a correspondent
with a superheated imagination, ought
to be more considerate of the men
who are charged by law wilh regpon-
sibility for our intercourse with other
nations.

As a matter of fact, the chief char-
acteristic of the “American plan” is
its multiplicity. They already number
into the thousands, and new ones are
belng emitted like German  marks.
dut if there is any plan which has
approval of the responsible heads of
the American government, that fact
is vet to be disclosed. About all this
government has done has been to indi-
cate a willingness and desire to be
helpful in solving Europe's difficulties,
and the rest has heen a case chiefly of
jumping at conclusions.

It started with the President's ad-
dress to Congress at the opening of
the present session. Two passages in
that address, innocent and apparently
harmless, were seized upon and made
to have meanings which must have
been a surprise to their author. Re-
stating a frequently declared Amerl-
can policy, the President said: “We
would rejoice to help rehabilitate cur-
rency systems and facilitate all com-
merce which dces not drag us to the
very levels of those we seek to help.”
That was interpreted to mean that the
President had made up his mind teo
call an international economic confer-
ence to rit in Washington at an early
day. In discussing the work of the
Washington arms conference of a year
ago he said: “The four-power pact,
which abolishes every probability of
war on the Pacific, has brought new
confldence in a maintained peace, and
1 can well believe it might be made a
model for like assurances wherever
in the world any common {interests
are concerned.” This very amiable
expression of desire for a better un-
derstanding among nations was ae-
cepted as indicative of a settled pur-
pose to intervene in Europe by the
summoning of an international con-
ference on peace and disarmament.

Of like {limsy substance i3 the
“American plan” which ecritics are
shooting full of holes today. When
a Paris paper comments, there-
fore, that *‘the plan looks as if it had
been drafted by the Germans" it is
talking about something of which the
American government and the Ameri-
can people are not informed.

i

Sir Thomas Lipton, on his return to
England, announced that he would
soon lssue hie= fifth challenge for the
America’s cup. He will thus con-
tribute his bit toward reducing unem-
ployment.

Of the three czars of the American
amuzement world Czar Thomas of the
theaters probably feels that he has a
sinecure as compared with Czars Hays
and Landis.

The Streets of Washington.

Washington was once known as t.ha|

best paved city in the United States.
Jere the asphalt pavement was
brought to its early high point of ef-
ficiency and durability, and the streets
of the capital were exceptionally
smooth, That day is long past, how-
ever, and Washington has been out-
stripped by many cities in*the matter
of street paving, until it is today
scarcely in the running in this re-
spect.

The deterforation of the city’'s street
surfaces is dus to the denlal of ade-
quate funds for their maintenance.
Year after year estimates have been
cut down and appropriations have
been made in comparatively meager
sums. The Commissioners have been
forced to cke out their means, to
spread out thinly money for repairs
and resurfacing, to postpone the lay-
ing of new pavements and generally
10 maintain & much lower standard of
street surfacing than obtained in the
past.

In yesterday's Star were printed
statements by members of Congress
and of the citizens' organizations in
this matter of Washington's streets,
all to the point of demanding more
liberal appropriations this year. One
million dollars were cut out of the
satimates by the pudget bureau r

ing are necessary to prevent destruc- | Investigated, with a view to their im-
tion. If it will cost a million dollars
more than the budget estimates to put
the gireets In as good condition as a
year's work can accomplish, that
money should by all means be pro-
vided. The District is eager to pay its
share of this cost, and Congress should
act accordingly.

by the British government through its
ambassador here.

Whatever {s necessary to bring the
work of this leading immigrant sta-
tion up to the mark should be done.
If new and larger accommodations are
necessary they should be buflt. If
changes in those now existing will
suffice they should be made,

Congress should be liberal in appro-
priating for this service. Men, women
and children landed at this station, or,
for that matter, at any immigrant
station in the country, should be well
cared for while in custody of the au-
thorities, They have been confined for
days in cramped and uncomfortable
quarters on shipboard, and therefore
in great need of good air and elbow
room. To march them from insanitary
quarters afloat straight to insanitary
quarters ashore, and hold them there
pending the inspection of thelr pass-
ports, iz an inexcusable hardship.

As The Star said the other day In
mentioning this subject, the glad hand
should be extended to all admitted into
this. country who have come in good
faith for home-building purposes. We
ask much of them—are properly ask-
ing just now more than ever—and
should show them at the outset such
attentions as will strengthen them in
the change they have meade, and en-
courage them to do their best to qual-
ity for the work before them.

Terrorism at Marion.

At Marion, Ill., a trial is in progress
with flve men under accusation of
murder in eonnection with the Herrin
mine riot of last June. This trial be-
gan with a long delay in the securing
of a jury. The county seat, where it
is being held. is less than ten miles
from the scene of the crime. Talesmen
summoned by the court to serve on
the jury were loathe to undertake this
duty for fear of reprisals. Threats
have been uttered against those who
gerved as jurymen in case the verdiet
|Wnllld be adverse to the defendants.
Finally a jury consisting mainly of
farmers was secured. Then began the
same trouble in the matter of wit-
nesses. Those who had testimuny te
give were reluctant to respond to the
aummons to court and to answer ques-
tions put to them. Again threats were
heard from those favorable to the
miners on trial and to the organiza-
tion of which they are members. The
situation has reached the point where
a secret organization of farmers has
been formed In the two counties of
Williamson and Johnson, and the
word has been sent forth that for the
lite of every farmer taken as a result
of his testimony a toll of ten lives will
be exacted.

These farmer witnesses have been
telling uniform tales of having heard
members of the mob who advanced on
the Herrin mine, declaring their pur-
pose to kill the workers there. Every
one of these witnesses has hesitated
before replying to the questions of the
proeecuting attorney.

More is at stake at the trial at
Marion than the lives or liberty of the
five men under direct accusation.
Process of law in Illinois is in the bal-
ance. The Herrin massacre was an
atrocious crime, but even a greater
crime is contemplated, Is even being
attempted, in the effort to suppress
justice.

Evidently the farmer witnesses at
Marion will not be coerced or fright-
ened from the stand or from telling
the truth there. The organization of a
protective aesoclation Indicates that
they propose to give their evidence,
despite the risk involved. The very
fact that they are compelled to take
this course is strong testimony to the
disadvantage of the men on trial.

A slight Improvement in the ex-
change rate gave the German mark a
boost last week, and at once the cost
of living rose in that country. Now
consumers are protesting. Germany
evidently needs a few lessons in eco-
nomics.

A range of temperature on the same
day from 24 below zero at Devils Lake,
N. D, and 74 above at Miami. Fla..
illustrates anew the fact that this is a
whopping big country.

London's agitations change with the
seasons and the years. A short timeago
the voteless kept things lively In that
city. Now the jobless are glving
statesmen cause for anxiety.

“3ove up in the alsles!” is a cry
that now resounds in the city's street
cars, a preholiday slogan as appealing
as ‘Shop early!™

The householder who brags about
the contents of his cellar just now
should be careful to specify the con-
tents.

The President.

Mr. Cannon will have his little joke.
Asked about a visit he and a friend
had paid to the White House Satur-
day, he replied: *“We*thought Mr,
Harding was getting lbnely. So we
merely called to try to cheer him up,
and I think we succeeded fairly well.”

New Jersey is rapidly taking the
lead over California in the matter of
crime sensations.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY FHILANDER JOHNSON,

Mr. Harding's ‘loneliness” Kkeeps
him busy. The processions to the
White House are steady and of good Fair Exchange.
length. All sorts and conditions of A clown whose features, usually
men and women compose them, and merry,
all callers are rewarded with a pleas-| In private wore a look of deep re-
ant word and a cordial handclasp, gret,

Remarked: “Conditions are peculiar,

“Sweet are the uses of adversity.”
Sweet also, when it comes in time, is-
criticism. And a good deal of the criti-
cism Mr. Harding is hearing {s com-

very.
A curious competition I have met.
Why doesn't life become serene and

ing at the right time. He is in mid- sunny,
channel. Two years behind him, and| Without a grief to complicate af-
fairs,

two years before him. He will make
or break in the two before him.
What of unfairness and injustice
harbors in the criticism now directed
at Mr. Harding he can afford to ig-
nore. That sort of thing usually de-
feats itself. What of truth and intel-
ligence, he should, and probably will,

Since everybody's trying to be funny,
Regardless of his more important
cares!

‘*“The business expert’s gayly serenad-
ing

close.
take into consideration and profit by.
night the im reformer’s -
It would be amazing if no mistakes | =Y :“: b mas
stood against the Wresident. He in-| oy " jege ;;rnt - — s
herited a mess if ever a public official pose.
did; and inaugurating a clean-up has I guess I'll have to study and turn
taxed him to the utmost, we may all teacher
be sure., But he has tackled the job To educate the country and the
with courage; and as the people be- ¢
lieve in his sincerity and patrictism B
* ev clown to the
some mistakes should, and are likely s "“; o h“ery play
t0: be.sorsiven. R, If every preacher seeks to play the
clown.”

The best illustration of faith is af-
forded by the man who ceases to
worry when his coal dealer assures
him of a replenished supply before the
last dozen shovelfuls in the bin are

All Kinds of Politics.
“You ought to follow the example
of other statesmen and get into the

movie game."
oxhuarted. “No,” replled Senator Sorghum;
“{t's best for a man to stay in the kind
Mr. Ia Follette and Protection. | of politics he's used to.”

In his speech against the shipping
bill the other day Senator Robinson
declared that over fifty republican
candidates for House and Senate in
the recent campaign who atood for the
proposed subsidy were defeated be-
cause of that fact. But he did not give
the list, which would have topped the
generalization in value.

In his speech against the same
measure, delivered Baturday, Senator
*La Follette said that "wherever a can-
didate - for public office declared
egainst this ship subsidy bill in a dis-
trict normally of his own political
party he was elected and in many dis-
triet, normally republican, republican

Jud Tunkins says you can’t believe
all you read—which is a great com-
fort.

Her Eyes.
I said her eyes were diamonds bright.

And yet the phrase looks queer to

me.
I'll change the term to anthracite,

Because her eyes are dear to me.

Slogans Clash.

“Why didn’t you heed the warning,
‘Shop early’?”

“‘Storelseeper had a slogan of his

own, ‘C. 0. D.' "

LY

Here "

provement. Complalint has been lodged |

To bring the banquet to a proper,

as a natural closing
business transaction.

It 18 true that we were less in-
jured than some others of the na-
tions which warred against Germany,
* k k¥ but it i{s true also lhalt wfe gtot‘:?sggi

: the spoils of war. n fact, W

At one end of the debt-reparations none.p e Gntfee. cost of our Par-:
complication Is the United States. | gicipation is a net financial loss o
which Is owed in the neighborhood of j us, and that loss mounts high into

. . ! the billions without adding the addi- .
$11,000,000,000 and owes nothing as | HL:IH:I billione in loans which we now *
an offset.

At the other end is Ger- ... geked to forgive. Others of the |
many, which owes whatever part of |

take a look beneath the surface of
glittering generalities and see what
sort of stuffing 18 Inside the package
| Burope is trying so persistently to
hand us.

allied and associated nations, includ-,
ing Japan, which played only a minor ,

about $30.000,000,000 the allies can
extractsfrnm her and is owed nothing | part, are potentially a great dea}
a® an offset. In between gtand Great |{richer instead of poorer because o

the war. They stripped Germany of

nee, Italy and DBelgium,
e th oue ! her colonial possessions and divided

which both owe money and are owed.

X 3 z . Ilves, some
number of other European coun-|them up amolg themse )

:‘ries owe relatively minor sums, by outright annexation and nlh'ern
without offgsetting credits, but circum- | through “mandates,” which is an-

stances with respect to them vary so
widely that they may, without im-
pairment of reasoning, be left out of
the general reckoning.

With this groundwork of under-
standing, let us see hLow all-round
cancellation of debts, with corre-
sponding reduction in the reparations
demanded of Germany., would work
out. The United States would saeri-
fice $11,000,000,000 and get nothing in
return. Great Britain would be for-
given $5.000,000,000 wf debis d would
forgive delits and for=go e wtions tee-

nexation by another name. Some of
these possessions, notably those h11
Africa, contain vast undeveloped re-
sources, and when it is realized that
future advancement of the white race |
must come in large measure through
development of hitherto practically
untouched tropical resources, it is be-
lfevable that the spolls of war which
fell to the allies, particularly lol
Great Britain and France, will in fu-
ture vears make thelr actual cash
expenditures in the conflict seem In-
signiftcant,

taling nrobably £7.000,000,000, g0 that * ¥ ¥
Great Britain wu‘nul(l be out p--rh:u:::_ It s hard, therefore, to see why
$2.000,000.000, France owes MMONEY | o00u1d be expected that this coun-

both to the United States and Great
Hritain, and has comparatively small
suma owed her by Italy and some of
the other allies. Tt is to be assumed
that she would deduct the debts she
forzave from the debts forgiven her
and would reduce reparations de-
mands to an amount representing the
difference. France, therefore, would
break even, theoretically. As Italy
and Belgium owe larger sums than
they can hope to recover from repa-
rations claims, they would be out-
right gainers by a canceliation pro-
gram.

try would be willing to be the one
large finanecial leser among the victor
mition=. It i= true that this particu-
lir war booty is not a quick asset
which ean be realized upon to meet
pressing needs, but payment of the
debts owed the United States is not |
a pressing need. Certainly this gov- |
crnment has not pressed any of tlm.’
debtor nations for payment, and has |
not indicated any purpose of doing so. |

The course the American govern- |
ment has heretofore pursued war- |
rants the assumption that, upon =how-
ing by any of the debtors of Inability !
to miake present payments, funding!
can be arranged on a basis to defer

* * * %
This brings the equation up to Ger-

many. If reparations demands “"’r"lp:n_\'manl:i until they can be made |
reduced only to the extent of debts!yjthout undue hardships. It may de-
canceled, it would bring the bill|velop that the debts owed us by some |

against Germany somewhat nearer an | ©f the weaker nations may have to |
aimun: whirch ?1 is posesihle for her :":eitr'i";v;":'r?,z:gl'“lﬁgg.f:.zggﬁt:;‘idh:;!
fo pay. but the amound remiain v 40| 2% nuery Wout. wibing even. these
ations still would be in the neighbor- ' ':E]:J":,r. ‘;;'::;k;',m[,,r(ln;;r“ﬁ‘ltrn?:rma‘}w,ﬁ
hood of $20,000.000.000, and if the |j¢{ pe no more than assurances that
a!‘l)i_e:e;::r?ﬂ:;; ot St { these nations will live peaceably with
gno.nnn,onn basis the whole nrr.nw:l-uﬂ toeic neighlmr:. : %%

would have had little, if any, effect in
zg‘rﬁ’llénﬁe::ﬁ;“‘““y to recover her eco- But Great Britain can and will pay
The best informed opinfon today is| Wit she owes us, despite the pessi-
thal & reparations bill of $12.600,- | mistic view which Bongr Law takes
000.00:1 wou:_ll :"rprmwn_l the maximum | today. Britain ever has been jealous
g?zt’ﬁ,;u‘ﬁ‘w 000 ;:;?L:gﬁcs l""l,ll"‘-‘_'",le {of her financial honor, and never has
mum sum which Germany can pay, | repudiated an honest debt. The hon-
any claifhis above that are merely pa- | ¢4ty of the debtyshe owes the United
per assets without real value. | States has not been questioned. And
* % %k % |it is right and proper that Great

+ Kritain should pay, in view of what

Now, world opinion, which includes | she got out of the war and what we
American opinion, supports the alljes | ditl not get out of it. It would be
in their tention that G ~ “irather an unreasonable expectation
n thelr contention that Germany |ihat the American people should go
ought to pay up to the limit of her {down inte their pockets to help pay
capacity. If she has capacity to pay |for the enlargement and enrichment

2 jof England’s colonial empire.
$12,000,000,000 she ought to pay “““I Despite the embarrassments of to-

sum. There is not. outside of former |day, France, too, can pay in time
enemy countries, any considerable | without undue hardships, and in the
sentiment In favor of adowing Ger-jcourse of vears it will be found that |

many to escape the just consequences | the sums she is called upon to pay to
of her wicked Iolly. It is a fair as- | keep her credit good are small when
sumption, then, that even if all inter- ! compared with the wealth she will
allled debts and the debts awed the | derive from development of the ter-
United States were cancelesd, rthe al-;ritories which fell to her in the di-
lies would continue to Insist that Ger- vision of the spoils of war. Even
many pay up to the lmit of her|without this, readjustment and actual
capacity. i payment of reparations and reduction
If this is to be the procedure the|in her huge outlay for armaments
debt-canceling program resalves it- | would soon relieve France of her
gself into a proposal that in return for most serious difficulties.
cancellation of debts which they, For Italy the promise held by the
could not evade without national dis- : future probably is less bright, but the
honor and ruin to their credit the money she owes the United States
allies are willlng to write off their | need not be an obstacle to Italy's
books an equivalent amount of the |economic recovery. If this country s
utterly worthless part of thelr claims | willing to wait an indefinite time be-
agalnat Germany, leaving them free |fore recelving payment, either of
to collect all they can and =till te|principal or Interest, Italy ought to
claim more than they can collect. 1f, | ve abie to wait with equal equanim-
on the other hand, it is proposed | ity to see what the future will bring
(which it is not), f!r!lt. to fix repara- | forth. And the =ame is true of Bel-
tions at a sum which Is possible for|gium and the other countries which
Germany to pay and then to reduce  owe us money.
that sum by whatever debts are can-;, Even thé prospect that Russia may
celed, the result would be that Ger-|eventually pay is not as hopeless as
many would escape almost entirely|some believe. Russia is a country of
from financial penalties for her|wvast resources and great potentlal
wrongdoing and punishment for Ger- | wealth. Some day there will be an
man crimes would fall upon the tax- | orderly government there, and that
payers of the United States, government will be as jealous of its
* % * ¥ financial integrity as are other en-
-

It is a rather remarkable colnci- Helisencd gov;m:: ohLE
dence that the amount which 1t is W
estimated Germany can pay in the And now comes a final phase of
way of reparations approximates very the question which apparently is lit-
closely the amounts which the allied tle considered by those in Europe who
governments owe the government of | & . putting out propaganda for can-

the United States. Twelve billion dol. | cellation. Unless the lessons of his-
lars is the estimate of Germany's|tory are not to be relled upon, unless

paylng capacity. Principal and un-
pald Interest on allied debts to this uen raically (?hn.nse their natures
country are in excess of $11,000,- | #nd nations their policies, some day

000,000. | there is likely to be another

It also is a fact worth remarking, war in Europe, and the pmp:ef::f
though it hardly Is & coincldence, that | gaged in it will be under the neces-
the total of the indebtedness which |8ity of borrowing money. If the
it is proposed European nations shall | money borrowed to wage the war
cancel approximates very closely the |lately ended is not to be repald, is it
total of the indebtedness which it is|likely the defaulting nations could
proposed shall be canceled by the{find anywhera a government or a
United States. France and Italy and | people willing to make them loans
other countries owe England monéy, | to wage another war? If a nation s
but the money England loaned them |to be prepared to defend iizelf against
was part of or was offset by money aggression, it is as necessary that it
which England borrowed from this|keep its credit good as it is that it
country. The same Is true of loans! keep its powder dry.

Canadian Comment on Fixing of Wages by Law.

In deciding a case under the mini-
mum wage law of the District of Co-
lumbia the Court of Appeals of the
District made some remarks that ap-
ply generally throughout the conti-
nent. The Children's Hospital at

Washington resisted the application
of a law which fixed $16.50 a week
as the minimum wage for Wwoman
workers. The figure 18 not a high
one as wages now rule In large cities,
and hospital work Is not easy. This
view of the case was not considered
by the court, which had regard only
to the legal aspects of the dispute,
and the declsion was in favor of the
hospital management. Incidentally
the judgment discussed the position
of women under the law, and the ef-
fect, remote as well as present, of
using the power to regulate wages
by leglsiative bodies. Justice Van
Orsdell, Iin giving his opinion, put it
that no greater calamity could be-
fall the wage earners of the country
than the assumption of the right to
fix wages by statute. If the law may
establish a minimum wage for wom-
en, he said, it may establish a maxi-
mum wage aigso; it may exercise the
same power and establish the wages
to be paid to men, it being added that

er among the prosperous than among
the poor. He thought that in the

Iinited States wages have never been
80 high as since the outbreak of the
war, “and never in the history of the
republic has crime been so universal;
and this condition, it must be con-
ceded, has made an unfavorable im-
pression upon the morals of the peo-
ple.” The decision applied the rules
of law to the case of women in & way
that may cause some to doubt the
great benefits they expected from
electoral enfranchisement. Equality
with men means equality in other
conditions than those concerned with
going to the ballot box. The consti-
tutional limitations upon Congress, it
was maintained, involve fundamental
principles of human rights reserved
to the whole people, and not to any
favored class of citlzenship; “they are
for the protection alike of the rich
and tl:e poor, the strong and the
weak, the high and the low, and may
not, either by legislative or judiclal
flat, be used to extend special protec-
tlon to any particular class of citl-
sens.” In many states of the repub-
iie, as in some provinces of Canada,
the laws have been used to secure for
woman workers protection from com-
petitive conditions in the labor mar-
ket, and much litigation may be had

inther European country.

friendr. and the very recent state-
ment gr Joseph F. Tumulty and gen-
1 preas dispatches.
er;f 'r‘)r.’wnp,\- fs ahle to quote rr}r:n:
an American commercial journal tl=§
the industrial and commercial l“;;\:
itv is greater in Germany lhan F?nml)‘
statement that the
making an honest
their labor Into
ty obligations
d raw mate-

substantiates my
(German people are
effort to convert
monev, mert thelr trea
and huy enfficient fond an
in s'CATTY OML =
i ];llliu\\"hﬁl'l. in spite of their h““"l:;
efforts. we read in dispatches date
Coblens, December 3, that an Ameri-
can post of Veterans of Foreign “]a_r!
started a purse of 200,000 marks. that
relief work already has hegun nm_ong
the (German poor, a number of soun
kitchens are operating, supported
Inrgelv hv officere ete. T hone T,
Wilevy will admit that these moor peo-
pnle are regarded as both in need and
deserving of American l"hHrH_".

The records of the United States
Department of Commerce show N‘lﬁt
Germany and Austria in 1920 and 1321
imnorted from our country bread-
stuffs at a cost of $175.24R.37T8 and
meat and dairy  wvroducts to the
ameunt of $109.452.752,

Dr. Wilev cites the fact !th&l. :

old reserve in the German ireasur ;
:L:n October 31, 1922, was only 1.0n4 863
marks. Henee the guestion naturally
arises, how can the German govern-
ment provide food 1o prevent starva-
tion and at the same time continue to
pay reparations in maney without at
least 2 breathing spell?

Our government has reneatedly de
rlared that we are not fighting the
German peonle. but inzisting on mak-
inz the world safe for democracy.
The voung republic is now struggling
for existence. the life or death of u
nation. Possibly anarchy and confu-
sion ie Involved. I deem it. therefore.
the solemn duty of the descendsnte
of over 6000600 of Germans who
have emigrated to this country. and
of whom 1.686102 during the census
of 1920 wers born in Germany. 1o
show true charity and thus aid in
preventing a repetition of the Rus-
sian horror.

It has alwavs been a =ource
great satisfaction to me to know that
the first aid from this country after
the armistice was rendered by the
Society of Friends, which matched
dollar for dollar contributed by the
German element. They evidently re-
membered that the Mavflower of the
German settlers was the good old =hip
("foncord. whicrh landed in Philadel-
phia in October, 1683, and that they,
with other gonod people who followed,
pettled in the counties of Montzom-
ery, Bucks, Lebanon, York, Berks.
Lehigh, Northampton and the north-
ern countles of New York. They also
very likely were mindful that the
first formal protest against barter in
human flesh was filed by the settlers
of Germantown In 1685,

I have read with pardonable pride
of the deeds of valor of these German
settiers In the defense of the frontier
in the Mohawk and during the French
and Indian wars long before the revo-

lution. While gratefully recalling
the distinguished services rendered
by the French patriots, Lafaverte,

Rochambeau and others during the
revolutionary war, we should not for-
get that the German element, then
numbering 225,000 in a total of
2,243,000 in 1776, contributed not only
@ full quota of troops, including two
Kobers, but also the trusted bhodv-
guard of the father of our country.
Of the value of Gen. Steuben, the in-
spector general, of Gen, Lutterloh as
quartermaster general, and Ludwig,
the sguperintendent of bakers, and of
other leaders in the cause of freedom,
llke Muhlenberg, Herkheimer and
others, I would have American his-
torians speak. I cannot refrain from
stating that Steuben remained In this
country, flgured as a regent of the
University of New York, assisted in
planning our Military Academy and
the defenses of the city of New York,
and that the heroine at the battle of
Monmouth, Molly Pitcher, was the
daughter of Mary and John George
Ludwig.

The war of 1812 furnished such
heroes as Wadbach, Armistead (Arm-
stadt), Pennypacker, Hampbright., In
every war the German element con-
tributed not only its-full quota of
soldiers, but in many Instances these
were among the first to volunteer.
According to Benjamin A. Gould,
there were 176,817 German-born vol-
unteers in the Union Army.

The {impartial reader of history
cannot fail to observe that Germany's
contribution to the development of
our beloved country is at least equal
to that of any other foreign nation,
and that the appeal of the German
people for justice and ald is deserv-
ing of serious consideration. There
never wag greater need for ‘‘peace on
earth and good will toward men”
than now.

Residents of the District who re-
spond to the appegl for fapd and
clothing for the sfarving German:
and German-Austrians are sending
their money contributions to Mre. M
D. Koenig, financial secretary, Dis-
trict of Columbia rellef committee
400 Seward square southeast: old
clothing to the Concord Club, 314
street northwest, or both to the (‘en
tral Rellef Committee, Inc, 247 Eas!
41st street, New York city. All money
contributed will, it i{s promised, be
converted into flour, fats and mil
powder and forwarded to the German

Red Cross.
GEO, M. KOBER,

Urges That Speeders
Be Given Jail Terms

To the Editor of The Star:

My experience with an automobile
speeder last night, which almost cost
me my life, as well as the demollsh-
ing of my machine, causes me to
write and make a suggestion in
further efforts to break up sutomo-

bile speeding in Washington.

I have been driving & car in thia
elty for almost three years and have
always tried to ablde by the law in
this respect, but there are still hun-
dreds and hundreds of drivers who
ignore this law, in spite of the pres-
ent punishment of fines. It seems
to the writer that if & law could be
passed which would give the offend-
er of the speed law an opportunity
to reflect over his reckless driving
and that this reflecting be done be-
hind the iron bars of a cage while
at the precinct, where he is brought
to put up his collateral, that this
would give him plenty of time to
think over: his act to such an ex-
tent that he would probably hesitate
conslderably before driving reckless-
1y again.

It seems to me that as long as it
only requires a $6, $10 or $15 col-
lateral to get out of a speed jam
we will never break up speed mania,
but if such a law could be passed
which would make it necessary for

candidates who failed to pledge them- —— “if higher wages are necessary to
der to d at least
ssives to oppose this bill were defeatod| “Fame,” said Uncle Eben, “ain’ no | Dre erya 1y heccssary o prescrve. thy | Sonstltution beartng wpon the iasuss | ight in Jail “this would Certainly
by democratic candidates who pledged | great consolation. De roasted turkey | morals ol’ men." "{neldentlll’- the | Meantime, in the District of Columbis |have a tendency to prevent ng.
themselves to vote sgainst it.” never knows how he was-'preciated -.hll--m that high n;::.cll: the law will not interfers with m“ W&uwmrm on may
again specifications ¥ Ry not m ynd_to good \'l'm S - ,_'w"'-_ﬂ * i A B, R, HAAS.
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What this hero worship
Lafavette?
did he accompligh?
teen-vear-old nobleman, holding
commission of the grade of captain.
stationed at Metz, when an ex
brother of George II1 of Eneland
stopped there and, at a dinner given
in his honor, mude a specch de-
nouncing  his royal Lrather on the
throne of England, and

is all

H1

colonies in America

The fledgling French ecaptain was
fired by the eloguent hate of the
visiting English prinee and forthwith.
seeing a chanee to distinguish himself
in America, he went 1o the seore
agent of the American colonies In
I'aris and profferad his wvaliunt sword
upon eondition that he he at onee
given the grade of major genera
The noble rank of the boy
the American agent to promise

the

not furnish
the

could
for

Americans

transportation yYoung

expeditinn.

wie a filibuster.

was issued. The ship evaded the of-
ticers and got into Spanish

awav., with Capt. Lafayette and
handful of his followers
a command for a major general; it
was & corporal's guard. less the “lit-
tle corporal.”

* k % %

When the boy arrived in Philadel-
phia and claimed the commission of
major general Congress was aghast.
There American soliliers far
more competent and deserving of the
grade than he. but
were dazzled by his noble blood,
in course of time, seeing thal sev
eral of the adventurers who had
come over with him, expecting the m-
possible chapee of rank and fortuns,

were

thought
scion by giving him the empty rank
of major general without assigning
him to any command.
Washington's headquarters for

went o Congress, directly

ters, There he again so dazzled the
stmtesmen that Congress, without the
knowledge of the commanding gen-
eral, agredd to organize @ new inva-
sion of Canada and give Mal Gen.
Lafayette a full division and
command of the expedition.
not to be under Gen. Washington,

The Canadian invasion
bornin' ™ and Maj. Gen. Lafavette was
ordercd back to Washington's army.
Later, with more discipline and ex-
perience, he developed into a brave
and competent soldier and gave indi-

vidual service to America.
* * * k
What was the policy of the French
government? Did Louis XVI hope

for success of & republic? Did France
aid the colonies? No, not until the
surrender of Burgoyne's army of
6,000 to the victorious Gen. Benedict
Arnold—Ilater the 1traltor—and the
agitation of the whigs in
for peace and
colonies., It became so certain that,
let alone, the colonies were about to
win the war that then—anc not un-

the congressmen |

were returning to France in disgust, |
it policy to hold this noble: giscovered

Who was he and whu'l!'

f

{Yed | NOSSE

teling how |
the king had gone to war with® hte!

g wag ssorets

i colonial afy,

1 iof the Amerie
induered | speratary

grade of major general, and when the  yne
even ! ihees statesmen dishutedd
ad- i onffice <hnonld
venturer Lafavette, being wealthy by | ¢
inheritance. houeght a smull ship and | wore
seeretly began fitting out @ bUcCaneer | thon

|

Louis XVI was at peace with George ! YCepgapnes nrged
11I. hence the Lafavette expedition | . mmiceiqners 3
An order for his ar- 1yt
rest and the dententlon of his ship g capdition

waters. | hpndaries
the yvoung filibuster escaped from his | ghauld
captors, #nd at last the expedition g0t | ;0q,
rranada fron
It was not | dectared that the
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pronasod thsty 11
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tions, and e

Quele

lof Canada wus 1l
thoush (vhion wnd mor
belonged to Pennsyvivanl: ‘
ginia. Vergennes also proposed 1]
#ll territory bhetween the Allegher
mountains and the Miscissinni s
from the Ohdo to Florbda stenld o ’
malin Indian under the joint ‘
torate of Staja and the 1Tnite
ad was not to e settled
Americans,  Alsa the Newfou }
ficherios were not to he enter
the Americans, but to be roesem
England for Canadians, many
whom were French,

* % X % =

So he was at |rived at
sSeV- |
eral months, “major general" with-|with Shelburne without the kuow!l

1 v violating | lanimous instructions would require
milua!:'y regulations by going cutside 11!1:11. its eommissioners be gulded |
of military channels on military mat- | all

the |
He was ! broken such infamous orders!"

“died a-1

These restrictions were 1

by Jay. and whep
| Adams, our third eommissioner, a
that opportune momeont
was decided to hasten secret tern

out a command. |edge of Vergennes.” This was dnu
Later, fretting because he was |y deflanes of irstrgetions from o
given no  responsibilities by  Gen.  Congress, secured through the Inhhe
Washington. who petted the bov, but ling of two French agents, Luzern:
did not take him seriously, Lafavette | and Marbos, which *“sillv and pus

things by the wishes of th
French oourt a4 Adams expressod
it, adding, antlye *longre=s
surrendered  their  own soverclguts
into the hands of the French min
jster. Rlush, blush, ve guilty records”
Blush and nerish® Tt is glory to have

£ % % %

Why do we hear €0 much about cu- |

-

“abligations to France” bhecause o
Lafayette and so little about the
treachery of Vergennes und the pi
racy of the French first republie?
Our first war was one of defens
against France. How long since the
French spolintions olaims, which grew
out of Freneh piracy, have heen
settled?
We love France—the penple—bhur /

when the French government talks
of our mnational abligution to € o

into entangling alllance with her

whereby we should send another two

England
independence of the

or ten million s=oldiers to hor rein-
forcement., let us  weigh  lLafaverts
against Vergennes and  the  baoibe-
soliciting directorate and foot up the
totals of the respective obligations,

Story of a “Printer’s Devil”

And How He Rose to Fortune ;

ald, |

boy, eighteen years
greener even than the Kan-
sas fields from which he had
come, entered the office of the To-

job as a typeszetter. In those days

Kansas had a prohibition law, but its
enforcement at that time compared
unfavorablv

even with the enforce-
=ent of the Vol-
tead act  today.
‘he yvoungsler-
rom the country
<Arthur Capper
name — had

Topeka
6  o'clock
me Saturday
wening. With
orty saloons still
leurishing in the
ity. about one-
wmlf of the printe
rs of the Daily
Japital were for-

"y
eached
thout

SENATOE CAPPER. Fetting their er-
rors an their
sorrows Wwith the aid of strong

liquor.

It was a psychological moment for
voung Capper’'s appearance. He was
given a job. He did so well that he
was told to come around the next
day. This was the beginning of a
career in the newspaper world that

today has made Arthur Capper a
senator of the United States and
owner of twelve publications, two of
which are dally newspapers, flve are
weeklies, three are semi-monthlies
and two are monthlies. One of the
daily newspapers he owns is the To-
péka Daily Capital.

Young Capper did not just natu-
rally pick up  typesetting in one
night’s work on the Daily Capital, of
course. When he was thirteen years
old, at his home, in Garnett, Ander-
son county Kan., he went to work
a8 a primters devil in the local
printing office. He recelved b0 cents
a week. In that shop he learned the
trade and at the same time he kept
up with his schooling. going through
the high school. Belng an adven-
turous youth, when he was eighteen
he stuck his hat « 1 his head and ret
out for the state capital to make his
fortune.

He made gond as a typesetter on
the Dally Capital. All the typeset-
ting in those days was done by hand.
He was quick and turned out clean
work. .After a few months at this
work the editor of the tal, who
had an interest in the young-
ster, him into

1 his office and
asked he would Itke to try re-

(3

ACK In 1884 a lank country )Porting.

peka Daily Capital and asked for a |

Capper asked what the pay

would be, and wasx told he would
start at $l10 a we He had been
getting around $§25 a week a= a
printer.

“Doecsn’t ook exactly like a

nro-

motion,” he suggested to the ed

“If you want to Lo on settine type
the rest of yvour life, run on back 1o
the composing roon” he was toid

The long and short of it was
Capper began work as o reporter in a
part of the ¢y known a= North
Topeka, In the mnext lall  dozen
yvears hie held all Kiwlds of positions
on the paper up to ety wditor In
that time, too, he spent half o year
in New York oity, on the Tribute, and
was in Washington for one sessjon
of Congress covering it for the Toe
peRa Capital. 1t was s omn sug-

gestion that he conne east ta learn
something about  the  methodds  of g
newspaper work in the an politan
field, As a member of the Senate and
House pros galler ., he coveread
Willlam Jennings Bryvan's fr<t speech
ress, sand wrote of the sensa

ated Ly the “Boy Orator of th

Platie” & Col. Brayn was called in
1892, The populist party controfled
in a number of the states in those
davs, and had sent the bushy-beard-
ed Yeffer 1o represent Kansas in the
Senate and “Sockless Jerry” Simpson

in the House, among others.

When Capper returned to Kansas,
having absorbed knowledge of news-
paper work in the east and of the
working of Congress as a sponge ab-
sorbs water, he determined to bhranch
out for himself. He found that the
owner of a weekly in North Topeka,
where he had first started reporting,
was anxious to sell. Capper learned
from the owner he would take $2,
cash, or $2,200 in time payments,
the outfit. Now Capper had saved
an even thousand dollars in  hus
vears of working on the Daily Cap-
ital and in New York., But he needed
another thousand. He went 1o «a
banker in North Topeka, with whom
he made friends, and the banker
loaned him the money,

For the next few years Capper was
busy huilding up his weelily paper,
the tirst of the string which he now
owns. The Toprka Daily Capital fell
on hard days. 1t was losing money.
In the end a bank took it over for
its debts. The bank was not by wav/
of running a newspaper. 1ty president
called in Capper and offered to sell the

Capital te him for the amount of
money the bank had involved, some
£56.000. Capper explained that he

had no money: that he was putting
all he made on his weekly into the
development of his plant, The banker

said if he would pay just $10060 down
they would trust him for the rest.
The upshot of it was that Capper

bought the paper, burrowing another
thousand from his old friend in ¢
North Topeka. In a few ¥Years he had

built up the Capi that he was
o 350000 for 1t He dia mot
sell. A
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